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Rector’'s Reflections

A reflection on living water

Psalm 65 verse 9, according to
Eugene Peterson’s translation in
The Message. Oh, visit the earth,
ask her to join the dance! Deck her
out in spring showers, fill the God-
River with living water. Paint the
wheat fields golden. Creation was
made for this! Drench the plowed
fields, soak the dirt clods with rain-
fall as harrow and rake bring her to
blossom and fruit. Snow-crown the
peaks with splendor, scatter rose
petals down your paths, All through
the wild meadows, rose petals. Set
the hills to dancing, Dress the can-
yon walls with live sheep, a drape
of flax across the valleys. Let them
shout, and shout, and shout! Oh,

oh, let them sing!

Rick and | had the good fortune
to enjoy relaxation and restora-
tion aside the living waters of the
Flathead River of northwestern
Montana, in view of the snow-
crowned peaks with splendor.
The Psalm singer must have been
to the northern Rocky Moun-

tains to write such poetry.

The reality is that living water is
healing and restorative. It is living
water in which we are baptized.
That living water begins the
work of restoring our spirits to

God's heart, and each time we
sit beside or are immersed in the
living water, we are re-
membered and reminded of
God's abundant and amazing
love, the love that makes us
whole, the love that seeps into
our brokenness, our broken
spirits, our broken souls, and
heals us. Thank you for allowing
the time for us to play and to
renew our relationship. Thank
you for giving us the place to
dance, to sleep, to be restored.

After a week in Montana we
worked our way east to Sisseton
for the Niobrara Convocation,
and then further east for the
funeral of one of the longest
members of St. Luke’s, Minnea-
polis, a family wedding, and some
very good time hangin’ with
family and friends; as well as a
trip to Des Moines, lowa for the
Province VI (our province) meet-
ing. The meeting was filled with
wonderful colleagues in ministry,
as well as inspiration in continu-
ing the work God calls me to do.
| return to you with renewed
enthusiasm to partner with you
for the work of God’s mission of
reconciliation and healing in the

world.

Summer @ St. Andrew’s

The Service in the Gar-
den and Garden Party s
July 11th. The party is
potluck, bring your favor-
ite summer something!

Our Wednesday @ St.
Andrew’s turns into Picnic
@ St. Andrew’s for the

summer. Wednesday
nights July 28th, and
August 25th. Bring your
meat for the grill and a
dish to share and come
for the fun and fellowship.

Kathy and Rick

relaxing in Montana
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For your calendar
o July 1-10 Dave vacation

o July 5-10 Kathy (and Rick)
at Thunderhead Episcopal

Camp

e July 7 Barely Organized
Religion at Bully Blends

e July 11, Service in the
Garden and Garden Party

o July 12 Cornerstone Mis-
sion Meal

o July 16-18 Hills Alive

o July 20 Finance Commit-
tee noon

o July 21 Vestry meeting
6:30 pm

e July 21-31 Dave vacation
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The View from a Pew, by Shelli Vallis

As a child | would enter-
tain myself for hours
pouring over family
photo albums. Perhaps |
use the word “album”
loosely, since | was actu-
ally going through boxes
of stuff, some of which
was in packets, some
stuck in albums and
some just loose in
boxes. Ever the practi-
cal child, I took it upon
myself one day to “help”
mom by gluing photos
directly onto the paper

pages of an album. Imag-

ine her surprise and de-
light to discover my tal-
ent for display and ar-
rangement from all eras
of family life stuck there
forever, not to mention
glued to back-to-back
pages. Well, it seemed
like a fine idea at the

time.

| think of this when | see
great religious works of
art. They line the halls
and walls of ancient
churches and cathe-
drals—sometimes, as in
the case of the Sistine
Chapel, they are painted
directly on the ceiling.
Of course that painter
was paid for his creative
energy—while | was just

scolded.

The beauty of those tab-
leaus is a wonder to be-
hold, but the thing to
remember is that they
are just pieces of art,
representative of an art-
ist’s creative genius and
a product of their times;
nor are they even pho-
tographs—a happy snap-
shot in time— (which
can also be deceiving).
But, our image of what
Jesus looked like is arti-
ficially formed by those
paintings and pictures in
children’s Bible stories.
It is very comforting to
gaze upon this gentle
Jesus welcoming the lit-
tle children onto his lap,
or lounging with his dis-
ciples under a tree, or
calming the water from
a boat in the Sea of

Galilee.

In spite of the beauty of
those scenes filled with
folks who look almost
like us (in the long-
haired, bearded flower
child era of the 60’s and
70's anyway), | think it's
time to try to put all of
that art in perspective
and begin to see the
creator—the son Je-
sus—and the Holy Spirit

in the faces of those
around us. Jesus is the
crippled war vet; the
elderly without advo-
cates for decent
healthcare; the women
and children, facing a
future of staying in an
abusive relationship or
risking being home-
less—and perhaps
even that left/right
wing “nut” we disagree
with. Jesus is good at
opening the eyes of
the blind—but only if
we allow ourselves to
really see him, instead
of that faux persona
found only in picture

books.

Shelli Vallis
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Come and See how
The Episcopal Church
Welcomes You!
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Vacation Bible School

Sunday August 8
through Thursday
August 12

5:30 pm to about
8:15 pm
We begin with din-
ner.
We will be hosted at

Emmanuel Episcopal
Church

For ages Preschool
through High School
(middle school and
high school kids have
the opportunity to
help out)

We’'ll eat
We'll sing
Wwe’'ll learn

Birthday Celebrations

15 Shelli Vallis,
Maralie Dennis

5 Becky Lust,
Char Freiberg
7 JR Harvey,
Debbie Renner
11 Sally Paulson
12 Kathy Davis

17 Lois Moose,
Jean Terwilliger

18 Roger Blair
20 Catherine Corning,
Jay Bedsaul

We have need of volun-
teers to be there during
VBS to help with the
children as well as a
need for some supplies,
snacks and sunscreen

and other items.

St. Andrew'’s is in charge
of the meals on Monday

and Wednesday.

If you and/or your group
would like to cover one

of these days,

or volunteer or contrib-
ute in any other way
please contact the

church office.

Birthday Prayer

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their
days increase; bless and guide them wher-

ever they may be. Strengthen them when

they stand; comfort them when discouraged
or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in
their hearts may your peace which passes

understanding abide all the days of their

lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

22 Matt McGuire, Sierra Ober-

lander

24 Sara Freiberg
28 Spencer Flory
30 Fred Magnavito




